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Deadline for applications: 30 June 2010
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Background

As volunteer-based exchange organisations, both YFU and YEU have large networks of volunteers and staff who support youth participating in youth exchanges.  These youth workers help to prepare the participants of youth exchanges, provide support and accompany their learning process during the exchange, and facilitate follow-up after the exchanges.   Both YFU and YEU provide training to these volunteers and youth workers, however until now, there has never been any work done in looking at precisely which skills and competences are necessary, namely intercultural competences, to support quality youth exchanges.  In addition, although they often receive training in intercultural learning, there is a clear lack of tools and coherent approach to accompanying volunteers and youth workers develop intercultural competence in the course of their work with youth exchanges.  This Study Session will look to address these issues.

The Organisers and funders

European Educational Exchanges - Youth For Understanding (EEE-YFU) is the umbrella organisation for European national YFU organisations.  It facilitates co-operation between national YFU organisations and the sharing of best practise.  EEE-YFU also organises trainings and seminars for volunteers and staff, co-operates with partner organisations at the European level and acts as the voice of YFU, promoting YFU aims and values to European institutions. 

Youth for Exchange and Understanding (YEU) works to promote peace, understanding and co-operation between the young people of the world, in a spirit of respect for human rights.   Using a Global Education dimension and Intercultural Learning activities they promote a greater level of comprehension and active citizenship through the development of quality youth exchanges, seminars, conventions, meetings, study visits, training courses, and the production of Non Formal education resources.
The Council of Europe and the European Youth Centres carry out a yearly programme of study sessions and other activities held in co-operation with non-governmental and governmental youth partners.  Study sessions are international youth events lasting between 4 and 8 days which bring together members of youth organisations or networks and experts for discussions on a specific subject leading to conclusions relevant to the priorities and programmes of the Council of Europe Youth sector. They are organised in co-operation with youth organisations and networks, and are hosted by one of the European Youth Centres.

Aims and objectives
This study session aims to increase EEE-YFU and YEU International's understanding of the role intercultural competence plays in supporting youth exchanges identify ways to better nurture the development of these competences and ultimately aim towards increasing the quality of intercultural youth exchanges.

Specifically, this study session's objectives will be to:

· Provide a space to allow for identification and expression of volunteers' needs in relation to their self-development and daily work in the context of European intercultural youth exchanges;
· Define the components of intercultural competence needed in the context of youth workers who support intercultural youth exchanges;
· Develop a deeper understanding of competence development through volunteer work and non-formal education in Europe;
· Identify and improve tools for ICC development to support volunteers,  trainers and youth leaders engaged in intercultural youth work across Europe.

Participant profile

Interested individuals should be:
· Aged 18+;
· Able to work in English;
· Active YFU or YEU volunteers or staff;
· Involved in supporting volunteers/youth workers in their work;
· Committed to participate actively in the full duration of the study session; 
· Committed to be multipliers and conduct follow-up of the study session when they return home.
Applicants should be supported and nominated by their National YFU or YEU Organisations.

Technicalities
Participants are expected to arrive on Sunday, 17 October, departure day is Sunday, 24 October. The study session will last for 6 full working days.
The Study Session will take place in Strasbourg, France.
Fees
Board and lodging are provided for all participants. 

100% of travel expenses and 100% of visa costs will be reimbursed to participants upon presentation of the relevant receipts. Only participants who attend more than 80% of the programme will be reimbursed. If a participant falls sick and cannot participate in the training, a medical proof is needed in order to reimburse already incurred costs. 
Participants are obliged to hand in reimbursement forms, tickets and receipts to the European Youth Centre upon arrival.
The participation fee is 50 euro per person.
Further details of Study Session programme and logistics will be sent to selected participants after selection.

Selection Procedure

Interested candidates should apply by filling in the application form and sending it to mark@eee-yfu.org (YFU candidates) or to info@yeu-international.org (YEU candidates) by 31 June 2010.


	Application Form - PART I

	Please TYPE or write in CAPITAL letters

	First Name:
	

	Last Name:
	

	Organization:
	

	Nationality:
	

	Street address:
	

	Postal code:
	

	City:
	

	Country:
	

	Telephone:
	+
	Date of birth (yyyy-mm-dd):
	

	Fax:
	+
	Gender (M/F):

	E-Mail:
	

	Do you need a visa to enter France (yes/no)?
	

	If yes, please complete:
	Passport number:
	

	
	Issue date:
	
	Expiry date:
	

	Vegetarian (yes/no):
	

	Other needs:
	


	Application Form - PART II

	Please TYPE or write in CAPITAL letters

	1. What is your role in your YFU or YEU organisation? 
2. What is your experience in supporting youth workers (volunteers or staff) who directly support youth exchanges?
3. What is your experience in the topic of intercultural competences?
4. What is your motivation to participate in this study session?
5. How could the outcomes of this study session be useful for you your YFU or YEU organisation and how do you plan to pass on the knowledge to other volunteers/staff?



	TO BE COMPLETED BY THE APPLICANT:

Signature:

Date:
TO BE COMPLETED BY THE NOMINATING ORGANISATION:

I,                                                                                                           confirm that I endorse all the details in this application form of                                                           and nominate him/her for this study session.

Organisation: 
Signature: 
(original signature is not needed if the nomination is sent from the email account of the person who is nominating the participant)

Date:


	Please return both parts to:

mark@eee-yfu.org
by 30 June 2010
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