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	YEU INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CONVENTION 2009

“Youth! Bring culture on board!”
Lithuania 7/08/2009 - 20/08/2009
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Hello YEU Friends!

Are you looking forward to participate and contribute to the biggest annual event of YEU International? Would you like to be a participant in 27th YEU International Youth Convention?

Before your decision, let us introduce the event:
	                        INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CONVENTION 2009

	Dates
	7th August 2009 -  20th August 2009 (including travel days)

	Place
	Kaunas-Trakai-Vilnius 

	Title
	“Youth! Bring culture on board!”

	Organizer
	Youth for Exchange and Understanding (YEU)

	Hosting organization
	JMB Lithuania 

	Participants
	60 participants 


ORGANIZER: YOUTH FOR EXCHANGE AND UNDERSTANDING (YEU) 

Youth for Exchange and Understanding (YEU) is an International Non-Governmental Youth Organization established in 1986 and member of the European Youth Forum in Brussels as an INGYO. YEU looks forward to increase tolerance and awareness between different countries, cultures and traditions, and to promote a greater level of comprehension through the development of various youth activities. The main aim of YEU is to promote peace, understanding and co-operation between the young people of the world, in a spirit of respect for human rights. YEU is a non-profit making, interdenominational youth organization independent of all political affiliation, run by young people for young people by means of a democratic structure. Visit our website for more details about YEU: www.yeu-international.org   
HOSTING ORGANIZATION - JMB LITHUANIA 
Public youth organization 'Jaunimo Mainai ir Bendradarbiavimas' is one of the national branches of international youth NGO 'Youth for Exchange and Understanding'. This Lithuanian branch started its activities in June, 1996. At this moment the organization has 30 active members and is constantly growing in number of members and activities arranged. From 1997 YEU Lithuania was observer member of Lithuanian National Youth Council (LiJOT) and in 2006 YEU Lithuania was entitled full member rights. Visit our website for more details about JMB: www.jmb.ten.lt 

MAIN IDEA OF THE CONVENTION 
The 27th YEU International Youth Convention, "Youth! Bring Culture on Board!", aims to create a space where young people from European and Mediterranean countries can explore the active democratic participation of young people using culture as tool. 
OBJECTIVES OF THE CONVENTION 
· To promote cultural diversity by raising awareness of our own individuality and of others

· To explore issues of cultural discrimination, tolerance and understanding 

· To explore intercultural dialogue especially in global perspective 

· To provide young people with innovative approaches using culture for democratic youth participation in society 
· To reflect on youth participation: current reality & future

· To explore cultural rights: the idea and the reality 

· To develop intercultural learning skills and attitudes  
VENUES 
The venues are selected in mutual interplay between topic, culture and history: Lithuania was for centuries a crossroad of different cultures; however, still the small towns of Lithuania are intolerant, suffering from xenophobia. Furthermore, since gaining independence, the participation of young people in public life in Lithuania is decreasing. The activity is divided into certain parts and locations through which the context can be used as a tool. The beginning is planned in Kaunas where participants will live in Lithuanian host families, allowing them to get closer to the traditions and culture of the country and local community. Then the whole group will move to isolated location (to promote group building) in Trakai to explore the topics in ‘Village Groups’ and plenary and share their skills and elements of the culture with the whole group. The event will finish in  Vilnius (European Culture Capital for 2009) to inspire and promote the active participation of young people into society using creative cultural expression tools. 
The exchange will be based on non-formal education methods, encouraging active participation of young people involved.

WORKING METHODS
· Ice-breakers, energisers. 

· Inputs from the local experts (governmental, NGOs) 

· Simulations, role plays 

· Intercultural and experiential learning 

· Variety of visuals for thematic input 

· Brainstorming and discussions both in village groups and in plenary. 

FOLLOW-UP
· The preparatory team will have a follow-up meeting immediately after the activity, to evaluate and to work on future strategies according to the results reached;

· A MANUAL in English with the outcomes, will be prepared in a way that it can be used as a toolkit for similar meetings and will be published on the website;

PREPARATION OF PARTICIPANTS
Participants will contribute with their personal experience and their organisation's approaches. During the exchange they will gain more insights through lectures, discussions and workshops. To work most efficiently during the exchange, all participants are requested to undertake some preparation work. Some background information will be provided with the information package participants will receive. Each participant will be requested to do some homework to be shared with other participants later on. 

WORKING LANGUAGE
The working language of the convention will be English.

ACCOMMODATION, TRAVEL AND FINANCES 
YEU will cover all costs related to accommodation, and 70% of travel costs (cheapest way) from the resident country. An enrolment fee for exchange is payable by each participant in order to support the overall budget of the event. It will be deducted from the amount to be reimbursed for travel costs. 100% of visa costs will be reimbursed. 

	Participation fee (Euros) 

	Germany
	140
	Armenia
	65

	Italy
	140
	Azerbaijan
	65

	Greece
	120
	Serbia
	65

	Cyprus
	120
	Tunisia
	65

	Malta
	120
	Egypt
	65

	Portugal
	110
	Bosnia & Herzegovina
	65

	Poland
	100
	Ukraine
	65

	Romania
	80
	Turkey
	65

	Albania
	65
	Macedonia/ FYROM
	65


Preferred PROFILE OF PARTICIPANT (priority will be given to those that most closely meet this criteria.
· new to youth work but very motivated to act in their sending organisation

· have an interest in  the topic

· are between 18 and 26 years old  
· willing to learn & motivated to share experience with others  after the event
· didn’t participate in more than two YEU events until now  

· are able to work in English
· are committed to attend for the full duration of the exchange

· are nominated by their youth organisation
HOW WILL THE SELECTION BE CARRIED OUT?

In order to apply candidates must complete application form.  It has to be e-mailed to the your National Coordinator and Head Office before the 1st of June 2009, 18 CET: marko@yeu-international.org. Participants will be selected on the basis of their applications and ensuring a balance in terms of gender, organizational participation and cultural background. 

…please answer few questions (see the application for participants attached in this document) to give us an idea about your expectations & experience in youth field. We would like to ask you not to wait till the very last day to apply, and we will inform you right after we made a decision.
PLEASE NOTE: Deadline for applications must strictly be 1st of June 2009, 18 CET (Sent to National Coordinator & HO of YEU International)
APPLICATION FORM
	Name of the Organisation
	

	Function in the organisation
	

	First name
	
	Surname
	

	Female  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Male  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Personal Address
	

	Postal Code
	City
	Country

	
	
	

	Phones
	Area Code
	Number
	VISA 

	
	
	
	Date of Birth 
	

	Work
	
	
	Place of Birth 
	

	Home
	
	
	Visa needed 
	Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
    No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	Fax
	
	
	Passport number 
	

	Mobile phone 
	
	
	Issued (date & place) 
	

	E-mail
	
	Valid until 
	

	BANK DETAILS (refund) 
	Issued by 
	

	IBAN:
	
	Embassy or Consulate of Lithuania responsible to issue Visa
	

	SWIFT
	
	
	

	Account number: 
	
	
	

	Name of the bank:
	

	Address of the bank:
	


Please complete the following questionnaire: 

1. Why do you want to participate in this event? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………
2. What do you think is the connection between culture and active youth participation? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………
3. Have you already attended any YEU events? (Which?)
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………
4.  How are you going to contribute to the success of the YEU Convention 2009? 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

5. How do you think you can continue to participate in Youth for Exchange and 
Understanding after the Convention?  
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

6. What are your objectives in youth work? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

7. Are you available between the 7 – 20.08.2009 to be in Lithuania?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………

8. How did you receive this call?  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….……………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

9. Language Knowledge: Are you able to work in English? 
                                  Yes FORMCHECKBOX 
    No FORMCHECKBOX 

Thank you very much!

Deadline to apply is the 1st June 2009, 18.00 CET

To be emailed to: marko@yeu-international.org
ALL THE BEST,
YEU HEAD OFFICE






YEU INTERNATIONAL YOUTH CONVENTION 2009 - CALL FOR PARTICIPANTS 

[image: image3.jpg]Youth
for Exchange
and Understanding,




[image: image4.jpg]COUNCIL CONSEIL
OF EUROPE DE L'EUROPE



